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When you’re a twin, it can be hard to get noticed for what you do as an individual.
Fortunately for Ashlyn Baggett, there’s a school record book for that.With six points against Rice today, Baggett will become the No. 2 all-time scorer in McNeese State history, surpassing Robin Daniels’ career total of  1,468 points.That would put Baggett behind only Pat Jean, whose school record of  2,461 career points has stood for almost 30 years and seems poised to 

be there for at 
least 30 more.

“I’ve been 
playing basketball my entire life and have worked ex-

tremely hard on 
both the offensive and defensive 
sides. It means a lot to have your name imprinted in history like that,” Baggett said. “But obviously the team rewards are more important. The only thing I care about is winning in March, even if  it means scoring six points a game.”

Since the standard set by Jean from 1980-83 might never be attained again — much like Pete Maravich’s career totals at LSU — Baggett’s scor-ing total may go down as the mark by which future Cowgirl greatness is measured. 
“She’s done incredible things for Cowgirl basketball,” said head coach Brooks Donald Williams. “And I think the thing is, she’s just as good, and maybe even better, defensively. It asks a lot when you depend on your best offensive player so heavily on the defensive end, too. She’s a special kid.”

As impressive as Baggett’s achievement is, it is possible that she is still underappreciated.Part of  that comes from hav-ing a twin sister, Caitlyn, who is comparable in appearance and talent. In the public eye the duo are connected at the hip, if  only fi guratively. One just happens to be the distributor and the other is the scorer.
And then there’s Ashlyn’s very nature, which is the opposite of  self-serving or self-promoting. In fact, sometimes it isn’t even self-aware.

Baggett ready for move up all-time scoring list

McNeese at Rice
1 p.m.

See BAGGETT, C3

Ashlyn 
Baggett
Poised to be the Cowgirls’ No. 2 all-time leading scorer

Class 5A
Barbe.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49West Monroe  .  .  .  .  48
Archbishop Rummel 17Mandeville  .  .  .  .  .  .  14

Class 4A
Neville  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28McDonogh #35 .  .  .  .  8
Karr  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28Holy Cross   .  .  .  .  .  .  16

Class 3A
Parkview Baptist  .  .  49Livonia .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6

Notre Dame  .  .  .  .  .  16East Feliciana.  .  .  .  .  14
Class 2A

John Curtis  .  .  .  .  .  .  55Springfield  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0
Evangel Christian.  .  52University .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45

Class 1A 
Ouachita Christian .  35Kentwood   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0
Haynesville .  .  .  .  .  .  36West St. John.  .  .  .  .  35

PREP PLAYOFFS

Semifinals Round

COLLEGE MENU

#7 Kansas State vs.#23 Texas  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 p.m.
#12 Oklahoma at
Texas Christian   .  .  .11 a.m.
#16 Oregon State vs.Nicholls State  .  .  1:30 p.m.

#24 Oklahoma State atBaylor   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .11 a.m.
#25 Boise State atNevada   .  .  .  .  .  .  2:30 p.m.

#19 N. Illinois  .  .  .  .  44#18 Kent St.  .  . 37, 2OT
#8 Stanford.  .  .  .  .  .  27#17 UCLA.  .  .  .  .  .  .  24

Central Florida vs.Tulsa  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 a.m.
ESPN2

#2 Alabama vs.
#3 Georgia  .  .  .  . 3 p.m.

CBS

#13 Florida State vs.Georgia Tech.  .  . 7 p.m.
ESPN

#14 Nebraska vs.
Wisconsin.  .  . 7:15 p.m.

FOX

New Hampshire atWo� ord  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 p.m.
Central Arkansas atGa. Southern.  .  . 1 p.m.
Coastal Carolina atOld Dominion .  . 1 p.m.
Illinois St. at
Appalachian St.  . 1 p.m.

Cal Poly at
Sam Houston St. 3 p.m.
South Dakota St. atNorth Dakota St. 3 p.m.
Wagner at
E. Washington .  . 5 p.m.
Stony Brook at
Montana St.  .  .  . 6 p.m.

FCS Playoffs Second Round

By The Associated Press
METAIRIE — Saints assistant head coach Joe Vitt scoffed at the idea that Drew Brees’ recent interception epi-demic is to blame for New Orleans’ fading playoff  hopes.

Vitt said he 
doesn’t want the franchise quarter-back to change a thing.“When you have a great quarterback on your team, great quarter-backs can’t have a con-

science. They’re going to stick tight throws. They’re going to make great plays. And those great plays that great quarterbacks make take great 

courage. And that’s just the truth,” Vitt said Friday. “When you’re on a little bit of  a dry spell and maybe you wish you had a throw back or two, potentially bad things happen.”A lot of  bad things have been happening to Brees in the past two losses.
Against San Francisco last Sunday, Brees had two intercep-tions returned for touchdowns in an 11-point loss. Then it got even worse in Atlanta on Thursday night, when Brees threw fi ve interceptions and had a late-fi rst-half  lapse in clock management in a 23-13 loss to the rival Falcons.

Even Brees’ NFL record 54-game streak with touchdown pass came to an end.
“I couldn’t believe it. I’ve never seen anything like it,” said Saints safety Roman Harper, the only player available Friday for interviews. “All I’m used to is the Drew we see every Sunday, not a Drew that has fi ve turnovers or things like that and it was just off.

“We should have won the game. We just did not take advantage of  the opportunities we needed to whether it’s right before the half  or a couple 

See SAINTS, C4

‘We just can’t put it all on Drew … Sometimes we’ve got to bail him about because he’s bailed us out plenty of times.’
Roman Harper
Saints safety

QB tosses seven interceptions in two games, both losses

Saints defend turnover-happy Brees

 Rick Hickman / Special to the American Press

Bucs receiver Trey Quinn makes the 2-yard reception for the winning touchdown against West Monroe in a 

Class 5A semifinal Friday night at Barbe High School. The Bucs beat the Rebels for the first time in eight playo�  

games, earning their first trip to the Superdome Classic next week in New Orleans, where the Bucs will meet 

Archbishop Rummel. The Bucs overcame a 20-point deficit with 3 minutes to play in the game.

By Warren Arceneauxwarceneaux@americanpress.com
Finally.
The Barbe Bucs are headed to the state championship game for the fi rst time in 32 years after beat-ing longtime nemesis West Monroe 49-48 Friday night in a Class 5A semifi nals.

The Bucs 
won in the 
most un-
imaginable 
fashion, scor-
ing 21 points 
in the fi nal 2:11 to cap a 27-point fourth-quarter comeback. Trey Quinn recovered an onside kick — the second suc-cessful one in a row for the Bucs — with 1:21 left and scored the winning touchdown on a 2-yard pass from Kennon Fontenot with 13 seconds left.

Barbe will face undefeated Archbishop Rummel (13-0), a 17-14 winner over Mandeville, in the championship game. West Monroe had eliminated Barbe in each of  the past two seasons and seven times since 1997.
Barbe (13-1) trailed 48-21 after West Monroe quarterback Michael Mims scored his fi fth touchdown on a 75-yard on the fi rst play of  the fourth quarter. The Bucs respond-ed quickly, covering 80 yards in 46 seconds and scoring on a 25-yard pass from Fontenot to Courtney Galentine to pull within 48-28. After both teams had empty posses-sions, West Monroe (11-3) fumbled at the Barbe 40. Bucs defensive back Nick Abshire scooped up the fumble and returned it 36 yards to the Rebels 29. On the next play, Fontenot threw a 29-yard strike to Desean Smith to make the score 48-35 with 2:11 left.The Bucs tried an onside kick and safety Khoury Kraus recovered at the Rebels 41. Five plays later, Fontenot connected with Smith again for a 10-yard touchdown with 1:23 remaining, narrowing the defi cit to 48-42.

Bucs rally
in closing 

minutes to 
beat Rebels

Hard way to Big Easy

See BUCS, C3

Call it the miracle on McNeese Street.
Down 20 points with fewer than three minutes to play, all hope ap-peared lost for Barbe Friday night.Another season of  high expecta-tions was about to be lost to those villains from West Monroe, who seven times since 1997 had ended the Bucs’ state playoff  run.Then, a tinkle of  desperation turned into a river of  hope and fi nally a fl ood of  humanity.The Bucs are going to the Super-dome.

Don’t ask them how for even they 

are not sure what happened, but all they know is they are going to play for the Class 5A state championship next week.
Many of  those who left the sta-dium early may not believe it either, but it’s true. I’m not sure even those who stayed to witness the facts 

believe.
“I’m speechless,” said quarter-back Kennon Fontenot, tears of  joy fl owing down his face. “I can’t tell you how we did it, I just knew we could do it. I really don’t know what to say.

“I guess I’ll see you in New Or-leans.”
The Bucs rallied for three scores in the fi nal 2:11 as they beat West Monroe, 49-48. 

In order for that to happen, the Bucs had to recover a pair of  onside kicks just to have the chance. 

Jim
Gazzolo

Managing
Sports Editor
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Class 5A SemifinalBarbe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49W. Monroe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

Miracle on McNeese sends Barbe to Dome
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